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By Delaney Ardillo

 all of these things is simply that
we don’t have to. We don’t have
to announce to the world that we
just got into a new relationship,
that we are having our second
baby, or even when our
grandfather passed away. As
humans, we are social butterflies
by default, we need attention
from other people to survive. 

This seems exaggerated, but it’s
psychologically proven that
without human contact, our
personalities would shift and
we could become irritable. So,
in a weird way, we use social
media to interact with people
without having to physically
interact with them.

It's not just about what we’re
posting for the world to see,
though it can also be what we’re
able to see only because of the
internet. From Google to Safari,
or basically any site where
information can be stored and
shared, allows access to any and
all of that information. Children
have access to the same content
that adults and teenagers do. We
think we’re doing a good thing
when we give a kid a tablet or
our phone to play on, but in
reality, it will only have a long-
lasting effect on that kid later on
in their life. Most of the time, kids
don’t even know what they’re
looking at, so we use that as an
excuse, but that doesn’t mean
they should be seeing it in the
first place. 
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CHRONICALLY ONLINE

With the release of a brand-new
kind of technology in 1983, the
internet changed the world from
what our parents and
grandparents knew it to be.
Turning only 40 years old this
upcoming January, many of us
have watched the internet grow
and allow easier access to
information from around the
world. But what we know as the
internet today, is nowhere near
what its intentions were. Over a
short period of time, in which
we’ve been in a world with
advanced technology and social
media, the internet has taken
many shapes and forms. Most
teens and young adults would say
that platforms like Twitter,
Snapchat, TikTok, Instagram, and
BeReal, are where they frequent
more often than others. Apps like
these create some of the most
eradicated and bizarre rumors or
theories, that are arguably poorly
thought out and irrational.

 The internet has become a place
where people lie to be perceived
a certain way, even if we’re
oblivious of how much we create
a false narrative of ourselves.
From photoshopping to editing,
we find any way possible to make
sure we are being perceived the
way we want to. We post our
friends, our significant others,
our brothers and sisters, our
families at the park, or the beach.
But we don’t realize how much
information we’re just giving out
without realizing it. That’s not
including the social media
mothers who post every event in
their child’s life. The issue with 
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Exposure to inappropriate
content at a young age is
something that many people
have unfortunately
experienced. Pornography and
suggestive content alters our
perception of the male and
female bodies, while also
harming our future perception
of sex. Exposure to this kind of
explicit content at a young age
has a similar effect. One could
grow up to choose violence
over logical reasoning and
cooperation. 
 The kids that are being raised
on technology nowadays
already have an altered
perception of the world
because they’ve always known
the internet and YouTube.
People like this eventually find
themselves in a false world,
where it doesn’t match up with
what they have always
perceived it to be online. The
internet makes us self-
conscious; it influences
senseless behavior and allows a
platform for anyone to say
whatever they want, regardless
if it’s true or not. Truly, the
best thing we can do for
ourselves is to stay off social
media as much as necessary,
but if we do, to use it with
discretion and caution. We are
only young once, and we only
have one digital footprint for
ourselves in this lifetime. It’s
important to know what you're
posting, or sending to someone,
or who you’re talking to. All of
these things can prevent us
from extremes like assault,
physical or emotional harm. 
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By Delaney Ardillo

6

convicted of sexual assault or
violence are let off with a slap on
the wrist or little jail time. I, with
a conscious mind, could never
imagine believing that someone
who committed such an awful ,
should be allowed back on the
streets to continue doing what
they were convicted of. Too many
victims are forced to live in a
world of fear, knowing that their
attacker could come back for
them, or hurt more and more
women. I shouldn’t have to be
afraid to walk to my car after
work, or go to the post office
alone, without being harassed or
threatened. Nobody should have
to live this way. But most do. It’s
more than just a war on women,
it’s a war on women,
homosexuals, non-binaries, bi-
sexuals, people of different
ethnicities, transgender
individuals, or any member of
the LGBTQ+. We are all a target,
and the rest of the world is
aiming for us. But just because
women and all that follow are
presumed as fearful, doesn’t
mean it’s true. Women create life
and give birth and yet we are
seen as weak. A good man
respects a woman and doesn’t
question them. Most men
demean women, and find
enjoyment in preventing their
freedom of speech.

We at Lakeland have our
Women’s Center located in C
building, where women can go
for a multitude of programs,
events and resources to live as
efficiently and safely as possible.  
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WHEN WILL IT END?

 Alone, either walking to your car
at night after a long shift or
stopping to get gas at the end of
the night, are everyday activities
that most people don’t think
about twice. For women, we have
to buy tasers, pepper spray, and
weapons to protect ourselves, in
order to do these simple tasks.
Working at my job can be
dangerous to leave some nights
because I never know what or
who could be waiting for me. It’s
difficult to feel safe anywhere
alone, or without someone tough
to ward off suspecting creepers.
So, to be fair, it doesn’t matter
what a girl is wearing, what she’s
doing, or what she is even talking
about, they will still be a target.
And the worst part is, it’s always
been exactly the same. Women
have always been treated like
nothing more than property or a
means of a family. We do have a
lot more than we did, 50 years
ago for example, but with every
step forward, we seem to go
three steps back.

From my personal experience,
most men have been
disrespectful, they have been
ignorant, or they have a sense of
entitlement/authority over most
people. This isn’t all men though.
Lots of men help women, and
support them. But of course, with
any good, there has to be a
balance of bad. No matter how
much support women have, or
how loud we scream for justice,
the system will pick and choose
who is truly free. Too many
criminals who have been 
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With this, and the Men’s Center,
we are focusing on the mental
and physical well being and
coordination, more as a society to
where it is accepted and
normalized. Acknowledging our
mistakes and making changes is
the only way we can move
forward as a society. Most people
don’t feel obligated to change,
and we can’t make them change.
All we can do is be as loud as
possible, to be louder than them.
We have to make sure to vote,
and be knowledgeable of who we
are voting for. As we prepare for
the voting season, we as women,
and a community have to stick
together, in order to survive the
carelessness of everyone else.
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By Abi Combs

I was the runt of the pack, with the lowest
health. When I saw you reach for me, I
couldn’t imagine you picked me out.
 
I was brought to your home, I was so
nervous I peed. Your father didn’t like that,
he “should have never agreed.”
 
As I got to know you, I showed you my
mischievous side. But somehow you knew,
the matureness inside.
 
“She’s so calm,” the new humans would
always say. “She’s definitely not like other
dogs,” you smiled my way.
 
I played with the baby and let him pull on
my tail. I stayed still as he tried to ride me-
to no avail. 
 
Other pups would come play with me from
time to time. But I never hurt them, no not
even a whine.
 
I was mellow and calm, I knew all the
commands. I sought attention politely, and
was overwhelmed with loving hands.
 
Everyone who met me loved me right away.
A song was written about me by your
cousin one day.
 
Your friends grew fond of me and joked it
was me they came to see. But no one
matched the way that you loved me.
 
I was scared of storms but no one knew.
Except you of course, so I slept with you.
 
You cried to me, on the occasional night.
You told me about the bullies and all your
worst fights. 
 
I listened and loved the best that I could.
Just being present seemed to do good. 
 
One day you told me to get in the car.
Where were we going? Why was it so far?
 
“We’re moving” you cried at the words you
used. Of course we were moving, 
why am I confused?
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We never went back home, I
eventually learned. My new
home was here and I tried not to
be concerned.
 
I didn’t like my new place so I
tried to run back home. How I
regret that because I left you
alone.
 
I came back after days and you
were so happy and mad. I
realized this home wasn’t really
so bad.
 
But then you got sick, and you
couldn’t pet me anymore. Was it
something I had done? I tried to
ask through your door.
 
You cried to me but did not hold
me like before. “Allergic,” you
said, and the tears really began to
pour.
 
I went outside and that’s where I
stayed. Allergic? I thought it was
only to cats we both hate.
 

You visited me often and still
showed me to your friends. You
grew up, however, and the visits
began to end.
 
Now it is me who is sick and I
have to go. You visit me often
now, just like so long ago.
 
You talk and take care of me
even when it hurts you. I know
the pain will be worse in a few
days or two.
 
Don’t cry when I’m gone, you did
nothing wrong. It’s my time to go,
I had a long run. 
 
I will live in only memories in
just a few days. But those
memories we have will be with
us always.
 
I enjoyed being your best friend,
I enjoyed our late nights. I give
you one last kiss as a final
goodbye.
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By Anonymous

The sum of spending my morning on
Twitter had been a net negative, as
always. I was treated to a healthy
dose of hatred, directed at gender
non-conformity and romantic/sexual
expression. In between the
occasional fun facts and myriads of
wonderful art, Twitter is often a
complete garbage pile of bad
opinions that make you feel like the
world may indeed have ended in
1999 as Nostradamus predicted, and
that we've simply been living in hell
since. 
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I often feel that I should just watch the
sunrise instead, but sometimes I get to
start the morning off with gold
courtesy of my friends’ retweeting
habits.

Post Script Update! I may be
forced to become a morning
person who enjoys his coffee at
sunrise, what with new
management and all.

A fair amount were something to the
effect of "Kids these days are
becoming brainwashed by the liberal
agenda.", often quote retweeting a
high schooler's selfie where they
might wear a gay pride pin, or
replying to a girl and her girlfriend’s
post about the stress of going public
with their relationship. Others
invoked God against them, claiming
hellfire and damnation were all that
awaited them after they were
shunted off the mortal coil (some
wording their remarks in ways that
insinuated it would be sooner rather
than later). 

While a few defended their friends,
they were lambasted just as hard. It
was as if the crowd against them had
just wanted to pick a fight and bully
someone.

This was on October 11, what has in
recent years been celebrated as
National Coming Out Day. One tweet
read, quite disdainfully, to the effect
of "Back in my day men acted like
men and what was in your pants
wasn't up for debate." People were
up in arms about something that
didn't affect them at all - other people
being proud of their identity.

But why were they taking this
response to these simple acts of love
and expression? Let’s talk for a
minute. About expression, and
norms, and why you shouldn’t be so
quick to count yourself out of the
journey these people are going on.

Nature, Nurture, and Maybe an In-
Between -

Think about what defines you for a
second. Your likes and dislikes, what
kind of clothing you wear, your
interests both scholastic and
recreational, the stories you connect
with. These are part of what make up 

your personality, either through your
link with them or your indifference
towards them. Others include your
upbringing and role models, which
are less simple to talk about but
definitely some of the most
important.

Now take a step back. How many of
your defining characteristics were
you born with? In contrast, how
many did you develop over years of
watching things and learning?

A fundamental trait of mine is that
I'm male. I was born male, and it
informs my identity. But it’s not as
simple as "Guys like guy things, girls
like girl things.", at least not all the
time.

Even though I'm a guy, I find myself
attracted to both men and women.
I've thought about wearing feminine
clothing, and the couple of times I
had my nails painted with friends, I
really loved it. This doesn't change
that I was born male, or that I view
myself as a man, but it is a section of
my identity that's linked to gender
and sexuality. And I didn't find this
out overnight. It wasn't until the
pandemic hit and I was given months
of self reflection away from peers
and classmates that I began to
unpack my own feelings and nature.
I was 18 years old at the time.

The internet gave me a way to see
beyond my bubble of living in
northeast Ohio. In 2020, I was logged
into social media more than anyone
ever should be. In retrospect, I wish I
hadn't spent as much time on it as I
did, but I did teach myself how to
network and met a lot of people I
consider close friends. A few were
gay, one was ace, a few were trans,
and all of them understood
themselves to varying degrees. They
ranged in age from 18 to 26, and yet 



we all found a very common ground
in struggling with identity. I joined a
server with them, and in a text
channel called simply "#gay", I began
to understand why it was so hard for
me to pin down what I was.

Our friend has decided that she
wants to try out using they/them
instead of she/her. Similar to the
name change, the pronoun change is
linked to a sense of dysphoria that
people experience when referred to
in a way that doesn’t match with how
they identify. They go to their friends
and ask them to use they/them on
them while they try to figure out and
get a feel for their identity. Maybe
they won’t stick with it, maybe they
will – but ultimately the decision is
their own. In trying to evolve their
understanding of identity and self,
maybe the verbal change will help to
make things clear? 

Labels are truly a tricky situation. It’s
comforting to have a way to refer to
yourself that you like, and doubly so
if that’s respected by those around
you. Though just as your personality
is subject to change, so too can your
preferred pronouns change and
evolve. Many trans and nonbinary
people have difficulty settling on a
label or become obsessed with the
minutia of their labels not describing
them to a tee. Usually this is because
of an inward need to justify and
defend their own labels and self to a
larger community – a community
that’s evolving alongside them. It’s a
difficult place to be in, but it all
comes down to what you feel
comfortable with. Labels are useful,
but they aren’t the end all be all. 

“I think,” Another friend who was
much farther along her own journey
would tell me, “Sometimes you gotta
ask yourself if working to further
define yourself will make you feel
better or noticeably change
yourself.” 

My safe haven as a closeted
man in Ohio

"What's the big deal with pronouns
anyway? It's not like you need them."
I have had this question asked to me
genuinely by family over tense,
angry dinners. The following are
examples of pronouns:
You, I, He, They, She, We, this, it, us
They seem pretty indispensable to
normal speech, don't you think? (I
just used two in this sentence alone!)

So what's the big deal? Why do
pronouns factor into expression?

Let's use an example distanced from
pronouns first; let's say you have
your name changed. You want your
new name to be respected by people
who knew you before the change, so
you go to them and lay the situation
out. You didn't feel a connection to
your old name, you tell them - you
needed something to call yourself
that you felt right about. Something
about your old name is linked to a
sense of dysphoria surrounding your
perception of your identity, and in
order to live more fully you want to
be free of that. Of course, most
people will oblige this. Those in your
life will respect your wishes and
work to use your new name, and
those you never met before will have
no reason to think anything of it.
After a while it will become your
label, one you chose for yourself. 

Now lets apply this same situation to
someone who has recently began to
feel she may identify as nonbinary.
It’s a broad label, but it ties into the
feeling that you don’t slot into either
the male or female roles.

The most sage advice I ever
received on the subject.

A friend of mine said that in regards to
labeling yourself, “You most likely
won’t ever get it 100% right.” It struck
me as odd, because I thought the end
goal of coming out as bisexual and
even adding they/them onto the
he/him I already had in my social
media bio was in service of actualizing
my feelings. A way to make it tangible.

It’s important to remember that
you’re doing this for you, not others.

End of the day, pronouns and names
are just for you. If other people think
that’s stupid, you can stop associating
with them. Finding your community
and deciding who you wanna hang
out with is all up to you, and you
have no obligation to indulge your
haters.

What’s There to Hate? -

The fundamental question I kept
coming back to on the talking points
I’ve encountered in opposition to
these practices was this: “Why are
they so angry?” It drove me in circles
(Not the fun kind) for a long while,
and quite honestly still does to an
extent. Still, I think I’ve got at least a
partial understanding of the
reasoning. It’s shockingly simple,
really.
Many people who are against the
kind of self-expression and discovery
that embodies the journey of the
queer individual are angry and
disturbed by what they can’t
understand. To explain, let’s run
another hypothetical.

In no world should anyone
reasonably be upset by my decision
to express myself with different
pronouns or gender nonconforming
clothing because it concretely does
nothing to affect them. No one will
force them to ‘convert to
homosexuality’ or anything like that.
All you have to do is allow me to 
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exist as I am, and no change to your
own status quo will occur. 

The resentment and anger towards
this action stems from the fact that I
am acting in what they perceive to be
a stupid, illogical manner. As they
have no knowledge of the struggle I
go through with body image and
gender identity, they understandably
see this as pointless. If they approach
me with confusion or curiosity, I’ll
gladly explain the emotional logic
behind what I’m doing. It often will
prompt a lot of inward thought,
especially if a relative or friend has
been trying to figure out their own
image, and they may begin to
connect what I say to their own life. 
It’s been said many times, but I’ll
reiterate: Humans are empathetic
creatures. We internalize and accept
emotions and ideals far easier when
someone close to us experiences
them. This applies to an
understanding and acceptance of
gender and self-expression too.
If they refuse to open themselves to
the opportunity to learn about what
might drive these thoughts of
discovery, they become angry and
disturbed that anyone could act
against “common sense” as I am.
Maybe that common sense is
grounded in a strong religiosity or
political entrenchment. (Not all
religious people are unwilling to
open themselves to new ideas, of
course! However it is worth noting
that many of the queer community’s
staunchest opposition have been
people of zealous faith.) Regardless,
it makes them unable to work
through any of the immediate
negative emotions they feel and they
become fast believers in their brand
of ignorance. These are the people
who heckle and demean endlessly
online and in-person. They make the
worst Thanksgiving dinners too, a
time already fraught with bad takes
and mudslinging across the table.

Conclusion -

All this to say something to the effect of “Be kind :)” which, while a trite
sounding message, is all I really wanted to convey. Everyone’s going through it
at our level, y’know? To some degree, we’re all working through life to the best
of our abilities. And hate to say it, but I don’t think infighting among our
generation is gonna solve much more than it did when our parents did it.
The best time to start trying to discover yourself was yesterday, but the second
best time is right now. And thankfully, it’s never too late.

Check and mate, grammar deniers.
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Hell yeah, 
bro.
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As the steel factories that once
made Cleveland, Ohio the place to
be at the turn of the century
started to dwindle, so did the
economy. Cleveland, which had
been experiencing a trajectorial
downfall from its once glory, would
become the first American city
post the Great Depression to fall
back on its loans. The Cuyahoga
river set on fire. An actual flowing
river. 23 out of every 100
Cleveland residents packed up to
take their homegrown talents with
them. The only thing keeping the
city of Cleveland afloat was
Cleveland Clinic as they boasted
the best cardiovascular
department in the world.
 So a city with a burning river and a
medical facility being the king of
the city's economies, what exactly
may your city look like? Well,
Gotham would be a start.
Cleveland earned the nickname
Bomb City USA due to mafia
related crimes, and crimes that
were committed against the
Cleveland Italian Mafia by the
Cleveland Irish Celtic Club led by
Saint Ignatius dropout Danny
Greene. A whopping 36 bombs
went off in Cleveland in the year
1976 alone, one of these 36 would
kill Danny Greene, but there was a
lot more that did not take his life.
 
 

By Thomas Mullee
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 CLEVELAND - THE BOMB CITY
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of their various profit earning
methods that he had already
known about. There was no longer
a need for anything in Cleveland
other than the Celtic Club, and The
Italian mafia knew this and would
take action. In 1976, the end of the
bomb wars would end with the
death of Danny Greene in
Lyndhurst after a dentist
appointment. Ignition bomb job.
Unironically the death of Danny
Greene led to many mafia
members being arrested and
therefore Dannys’ goal complete.

This article is not to give a dive into
the history of Cleveland organized
crime, but to give a look into the
man who made it his life goal to
take down Cleveland organized
crime. Danny Greene was made for
a life of crime if anyone was, but
Danny’s tendencies were not those
of a mob boss. Danny liked to
physically show force growing up,
getting in all sorts of fights and
even ending up expelled as
mentioned earlier. His tendency
for crime went up when he started
to do various jobs such as
collecting payments or beating a
guy up for various Cleveland
mobsters. The mobsters liked
Danny, but Dannys’ being problem
was beneath his skin- only a man
who is fully Italian blood traced to
the homeland can be fully
protected, so Danny being an
Irishman would be sure to serve as
a fall guy sooner or later to the
Italians and their games.
 Danny, being a street smart
individual, ran with this knowledge
and thought of a way to compete.
He did compete, Danny recruited
members from the Cleveland
Longshoremen, Cleveland Cliffs
employees, Collinwood residents,
and last but most valuable to him,
Irish people. Danny put these
individuals together and took the
Cleveland Mafia head to head in all 

24



25



26



27



28



29



30



By  Zoe Heindell

 67 years ago this month, the
Vietnam War began. Spanning
nearly twenty years, it would go on
to be America’s longest fought war to
date. During this time several anti-
war and counterculture activists
protested the U.S.’s participation and
furtherance of the conflict. Pete
Seeger was an American folk
singer/songwriter, and social activist
who loudly protested the American
government’s actions during this
war. In 1967 he would go on to
release perhaps the most politically
controversial song in his
discography.

 The 1950s marked a great turning
point in the political views of most
Americans. With the beginning of the
Second Red Scare and the increasing
paranoia of communist beliefs, many
famed faces of the time were forced
out of their various industries due to
supposed “dangerously liberal”
beliefs. Pete Seeger at the time of this
Red Scare was a member of the
notoriously liberalist music group,
Weavers. When their repertoire of
songs was put under the microscope,
the American people as well as most
politicians and television programs
blacklisted them as communists. Pete
Seeger was forced to leave this group
and began to form his solo career.
Despite his cut ties with the Weavers,
his name was still widely recognized
as that of a communist performer,
and he was decidedly barred from
any attempt to perform on television.
It was also highly irregular for him
during this time to be hired for live
performances. 

 In his years as a blacklisted
performer, he managed to find odd
jobs to keep his relevance alive and
livelihood afloat. He would host
guitar and banjo lessons and
perform at any place that would
have him despite his societal status. 

The Lakelander

THE BIG MUDDY 

Later, during the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s, he marched
with other activists and helped to
popularize the gospel song ‘We Shall
Overcome’. His performance of this
song once again thrust his name into
the spotlight and eventually caught
the interest of Tom and Dick
Smothers – hosts of The Smothers
Brothers Comedy Hour, a massively
popular CBS television series in the
mid to late 1960s. With a target
audience of the ages 15-25, the
Smothers brothers were largely
considered to be the voice of a
generation. They would routinely
host an audience of around 10-12
million viewers, making their show
one of the most popular of the time.

 CBS founder William S. Paley
initially refused the brother’s request
to invite Pete Seeger onto the show
due to his infamous reputation and
the Smothers brother’s already
strained reputation with politicians
of the time. After the immense
success of the show however, the
brothers had leverage over the
network and were able to convince
them to allow Seeger on with the
stipulation that he would not sing
anything controversial. The brothers
agreed though were further
incentivized by the demand to defy
their network. Seeger taped the
recording for the show nine days
before it would air and among the set
list of mostly acceptable songs was
the anti-war ballad ‘Waist Deep in
the Big Muddy’.

 Through the song Pete Seeger tells
the story of a platoon of men in 1942
wading through a large river on
practice patrol in Louisiana. The
narrator of this ballad is a soldier
who watches as his captain and
sergeant disagree. Seeger’s soldier
watches as the water of the river
gradually rises higher and higher. As 

the story progresses, the sergeant
raises more concerns about the
increasing depth of the water. He
tells the captain that soon the men
won’t be able to swim due to their
heavy equipment. Despite these
many warnings from the sergeant,
the captain ignores him and pushes
the platoon ahead. Throughout the
story Seeger denounces the captain
as a “big fool” and it becomes clear
that this title is in reference to
President Lyndon Johnson. With the
knowledge of this, it’s even more
jarring when Pete Seeger sings of the
captain’s inevitable death. Once
again ignoring his sergeant’s
warnings, the captain pushes ahead
and gets separated from the platoon.
He washes up later, having drowned
in the big muddy.

 Lyndon Johnson, following the death
of John F. Kennedy, plunged the U.S.
deeper into the Vietnam War and
spurred immense upheaval from
counterculture and anti-war groups.
According to the U.S. National
Archives, 1968 marked the year of
highest U.S. casualties in Vietnam, a
number that was considered entirely
avoidable by many protest groups of
the time. Pete Seeger released his
song roughly a year before this and
continued to voice his disdain for the
political decision to continue the
war. Despite this, the Vietnam War
surged on and racked up a civilian
body count of around 2 million.
Atrocities such as rape, torture, and
large-scale massacre of Vietnamese
civilians were seen as a direct result
of the war. Political scientist Guenter
Lewy estimated that 30-46% of the
total number of Vietnam War deaths
were civilians. 

When the recording of this song was
played on the Smothers brother’s
show, it was immediately pulled
from taping by CBS executives who 
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refused to even somewhat anger
president Johnson.  William Paley
had hoped to bury the recording, but
the brothers were notably affronted
by the censorship. Tom and Dick
Smothers leaked the information to
large media sources that they had
been censored by CBS and public
outcry surged, speaking to the
immense unpopularity of the war at
the time. Following the newfound
disdain for CBS, executives at the
outlet decided it would be best to
allow Seeger back onto the show to
regain some of their following.
Seeger once again performed five
songs though this time around they
were more obviously all anti-war,
and at the end he performed the long
awaited ‘Waist Deep in the Big
Muddy’. Around 1.5 million more
viewers watched the new broadcast
and two days later CBS news anchor
Walter Cronkite called for President
Johnson to withdraw troops from
Vietnam. On March 31st of that year,
Johnson announced that he would
not run for reelection, undoubtedly
feeling strong opposition from other
anti-war candidates and protest
groups. 

 Pete Seeger’s feature on the
Smothers Brothers show marked a
turning point for both parties. Tom
and Dick Smothers continued to
invite largely controversial figures
onto the show, at one point inviting
Joan Baez to pay tribute to her then-
husband who was about to enter
prison for failure to comply with
draft obligations. A year later in
1968, they added a segment to their
season premiere wherein Belafonte
sang Lord, Don’t Stop the Circus over
video footage of the Democratic
National Convention riots. In
response to these transgressions, CBS
continuously pulled large segments
from their show to avoid any form of
backlash from viewers. Rather
abruptly, CEO William S. Paley pulled
the show entirely from the air and
canceled it on April 4th, 1969, citing a
failure of contractual compliance on
the part of the brothers. The show
won an Emmy soon after though and 

the brothers sued the network for a
contract breach, earning $800,000 in
federal court. Two years later the
brothers attempted to resurrect the
show, it never truly recovered its
viewership though and only lasted 13
episodes before it was inevitably
pulled from the network again. The
Smother Brothers Comedy Hour was
effectively finished at this point and
the days of their protest were over. 

 Seeger’s career had once again just
begun however, his appearance on
the show successfully revitalized and
further expanded his previous
popularity. Over the next five
decades he would release over fifty
albums, covering dozens of diverse
genres of music and ballads. He
received the National Medal of Arts
and Kennedy Center Honor at the
age of 75, President Bill Clinton
dubbing him “an inconvenient artist,
who dared to sing things as he saw
them.” At president Barack Obama’s
inauguration celebration at the
Lincoln Memorial, he sang “This
Land Is Your Land” with Bruce
Springsteen. Despite his rising fame
and the rebirth of his career, Pete
Seeger never once lost sight of his
loyalty to truth. His extensive career
is evidence to his undying belief that
the American people can and should
be better.

 The main takeaway from this
information should not be the
perpetuation of blind patriotism,
quite the opposite. Pete Seeger and
the Smothers brothers fought to
show Americans that blind
patriotism and unquestionable faith
to one’s country can only lead to the
furtherance of war. American
nationalism is very real and
unquestionably dangerous. In 1969,
knowledge of the My Lai Massacre
wherein upwards of 500 Vietnamese
civilians were raped and murdered
by U.S. troops, became public. Years
later, knowledge of the Massacre at
Hue, wherein anywhere from 2,800-
6,000 civilians and POWs were
murdered by the Viet Cong, also
came to light. Even today, exact 

numbers of deaths are questioned
heavily because of the chaotic and
senseless bloodshed. 

  Pete Seeger’s influence helped many
Americans to truly question the
information they were being fed, to
truly use their freedom in ways that
helped to question the status quo of
that time and of this time. Millions of
people died in Vietnam and little to
none were persecuted for their
involvement in the war crimes. What
the American people truly gained
from Pete Seeger’s ballad was not a
cure all to war and injustice, but
rather another voice eager to
disenchant false visions of war. War
is only getting deadlier; humanity is
only getting more efficient in their
methods of death. The main
combatant to this senseless killing is
a people that refuses to perpetuate it.
 
Contrary to the ignorant belief of the
time, Pete Seeger was not anti-
American; far from it, he held pride
for his country – evidenced by his
unrelenting thirst to educate his
fellow Americans. He saw potential
for greatness in America, but he also
saw the evil it creates and sustains.
His neutrality when looking at his
own country is something to be
sought after, not run from. To truly
grow as a people, we must first
accept that we are nowhere near
perfect; we’ve not even reached the
precipice of good. This is a truth Pete
Seeger understood and worked to
incorporate into not only his songs
but his way of life. 

 In early 2014, Pete Seeger passed
away aged 94. For his legacy he left
an expansive discography of diverse
pacifistic music. His rejection of war
desensitization lives on forever in
the immortalized recordings of his
ballads. At every turn, in every
action he took, Pete Seeger fought for
a more understanding and unified
country, one that every American
could be proud of. His death does not
mark the end of this message but
rather the new generation of it.
Seeger was not the first person to
question the purpose and realistic
consequences of war, nor will he be
the last.
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Photo taken by The Washington Post/Getty Images 
of a Vietnam War protest on October 21st, 1967
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The Big Muddy By Zoe Heindell (Continued)  

Photo taken by Ronald
L. Haeberle, U.S Army
Photographer. Depicts
the harrowing
moments before the My
Lai Massacre wherein
U.S. troops murdered
hundreds of
Vietnamese men,
women, and children.
This photo, along with
many others in
Haeberle's Vietnam
War repertoire, was
hidden from the public
until late 1969. Every
person in this photo is
presumed dead.

34



35



36



37



38



39



40



42







2022 - 23 LAKERS 
MEN'S BASKETBALL

SCHEDULE

43



Women’s Basketball 2022-2023 Schedule

 

https://athletics.lakelandcc.edu/sports/wbkb/2022-23/schedule
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Your Future
Easily Transfers to Ursuline College

Our generous transfer policy allows
your earned associate’s degree to go further at 
Ursuline College.

• Transfer up to 90 credits.

• All associate degree earned credits transfer,
 whether as general education or major
 requirements, or elective credit.

• Possible waiver of up to 2 courses in the
 general education requirements.

Let’s review your transcripts together today.

Contact Us

Kate Teichman
Assistant Director of Admissions, UCAP

kathleen.teichman@ursuline.edu
440.646.8360

Our convenient, affordable 
five-week online bachelor’s 
courses include:

 • Business Management

 • Humanities

 • Psychology

 • RN to BSN

 • Social Work


